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Algoma Highlands Conservancy
Swap it, Sell it, Donate it!
AHC’s First Annual Spring and Summer Gear Swap

P.O.
BOX 20076
the
150 Churchill Blvd.
Sault Ste. Marie, ON
P6A 6W3, CANADA

Calling all outdoor enthusiasts! With the arrival of
spring comes budding trees, blooming flowers and
a rush of excitement and eagerness to get started
on your preferred non-winter activity of choice. Join
the Algoma Highlands Conservancy in our first
annual gear-swap fundraiser, where we aim to help
people prepare for an enjoyable and active outdoor
season!

----------

It’s fun and easy! Bring your outdoor gear to sell
during the drop-off time, and/or come to the sale
3303 I-75 Business
and take advantage of some great deals! You can
buy and sell lightly used outdoor recreational gear,
Spur
For
such as bikes, kayaks, camping gear, hiking
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
equipment/accessories and much more! Gear is
49783, USA
being sold by students, community members, and
local businesses. You set the price and our
volunteers will provide the forum for sale and
collect cash and cheque payments. When it’s all
Visit our web site at: over, we will provide you with a cheque based on
www.algomahighlands total gear sales, less 18% of proceeds (10% for
conservancy.org
commercial sellers), which will go to fund AHC’s
operations.
c/o CBSI

So mark your calendars and dust off your silent sport
recreation paraphernalia! More info to follow on our
website, but if you have any immediate questions,
please contact us! (Contact details on pg. 5)
Location:
 Essar Hall, Sault College (Main entrance off
Northern Ave.), parking available
Dropoff:
 Friday June 14, 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Sale:


Saturday June 15, 9:00 am - 12:00 p m

Pickup of unsold items:
 Saturday June 15, 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Terms of Sale:
 Consignment rates:
 Commercial sales = 10%,
 Personal sales = 18%
 All proceeds to AHC operating fund
 Donations accepted
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We are interested in all
new /gently used gear
related to non-winter
silent sports including:
kayaking, mountain
biking, canoeing, rock
climbing, hiking,
camping, etc.etc.etc.

J. Pearce

D. Thompson
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Robertson Cliffs Trail
In keeping with
` one of our organization’s
core values, the AHC continuously strives to
facilitate and improve opportunities for silent
sport recreation. As such, our entire land
base is open to the public for FREE nonmotorized recreation in the spring, summer
and fall seasons.
This past fall we announced that a positive
collaboration between members of the
Voyageur Trail Association (VTA) and the
AHC resulted in a new loop trail and signage
at Robertson Cliffs! The project, which was
funded primarily through an Access and
Activity Grant from Mountain Equipment Coop, involved development and installation of
a beautiful trailhead located at the start of
the popular Robertson Cliffs trail and
directional signage off Old Highway 17 onto
Robertson Lake Road. A Tourism Ontario
Destination sign directing people from
Highway 17 N has also been obtained and
will be installed by June 2013. Thanks to
our friends at the VTA for their invaluable
help with this initiative!

C. Blaquiere

C. Blaquiere

Norm’s Reborn
As many of you may be aware, the Algoma
Highlands Conservancy owns Norm’s Cabin, a
remote “Trapper’s Palace” located on the
shores of Bone Lake just over 10km from
Stokely Creek Lodge. It was purchased from
Norm himself in 1996 and has continued to be
a favourite stop-over destination for skiers ever
since. Unfortunately, due to its isolated location
and lack of funds to go towards upkeep, the
cabin has deteriorated beyond repair. The
AHC decided to replace it with a stunning
timbered cabin designed by Master Carpenter
Richard Kargl. This massive undertaking would
not be possible without funding received
through the FEDDEV Ontario’s Community
Infrastructure Improvement Fund and from our
partners at Stokely Creek Lodge.
Progress has already been significant!
Demolition occurred in the middle of March,
just as the Stokely’s ski season wrapped-up.
This accomplishment involved several days of
excavation, one short-lived bonfire, and the
removal and disposal of several loads of
metal/hazardous debris. All memorabilia from
inside the cabin has been collected and saved
and we even salvaged logs from the original
structure to incorporate lovingly in the new
design as a tribute to its former owner.
Foundation materials have been transported to
the site and timbers arrived in May. We are
very excited to oversee a new Norm’s rise from
the ashes to provide shelter as before AND
the option of overnight accommodation to
backcountry skiers, snowshoers, hikers, and
mountain bikers alike!

C. Marcinkowski

C. Marcinkowski

D. Hohnke

Photos:
Left: The VTA’s fall grand opening of the
Robertson Cliffs loop trail and trailhead
(2012)
Bottom Left: Waterfall destination as part
of the Robertson Cliffs loop trail
Middle: Pages from Norm’s famous sign in
book
Right Side Starting from Top: The old
Norm’s Cabin, Norm’s no more, and photo
of the excavator used in the demolition
phase

C. Marcinkowski
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FOSTER a FOREST!
Response has been strong to our
fundraising campaign that gives the public a
chance to foster a parcel of wilderness north
of Sault Ste. Marie. Both our greatest victory
and greatest challenge since inception has
been the purchase of King Mountain, 1,050
hectares of pristine wildlands in Goulais
River that supports rare plants and animals
and is cherished by naturalists, hikers,
mountain bikers and cross-country skiing
enthusiasts.
Thanks
to
numerous
supporters, the AHC raised about 85 per
cent of the $1.5 million cost of the King
Mountain property, and took ownership of
the land in late 2009. To make up the
difference, the organization assumed a
mortgage. With the balance due in late
2014, the Foster a Forest campaign was
launched in an effort to pay off the debt.
We encourage members of the public and
private organizations to donate to this
cause! In return for every $50 contribution,
we offer the choice of an acre of land on
King Mountain to protect. Levels of support
include Forest Friend ($50), Trail Traveler
($100), Creek Companion ($500) and
Peregrine Partner ($2,000). Donations are
tax deductible and all donors will receive a
certificate that includes the GPS coordinates
of their acre. What’s more, the Echo
Foundation (formerly EJLB Foundation), a
long-time AHC supporter, offered to match
donations made prior to June 1, 2013, to a
maximum of $25,000. Thanks to the
generosity of nearly 90 donors from local
and far reaching communities, we are
thrilled to announce our first $25,000 goal
has now been reached; effectively reducing
our mortgage debt by $50,000! Recognizing
this achievement, the Echo Foundation has
generously agreed to match yet ANOTHER
round of donations made to our campaign
up to $25,000 by Dec 31, 2013!

If the second target is met, we will have
raised $100,000 towards the campaign in
only one year! This encouraging news
makes us more determined than ever to
reach our ultimate goal of becoming debt free
once-and-for-all! To be part of this huge
conservation success, please consider
making a donation today! Give us a call or go
to our website for more information (donation
and contact details on page 4-5).

Wilderness Advanced
First Aid
Do you ever wonder how you would handle
a medical emergency far away from
civilization? Since we had such a great turnout last year as hosts of the
Wilderness Advanced First Aid (WAFA)
course, we decided to do another round this
spring. A total of 18 participants got a taste
of how to handle a variety of potential
wilderness injuries (and got to sharpen their
acting skills too!) in this scenario-based
practical course.
The opportunity was organized as part of the
AHC’s Environmental Education program,
which aims to meet the education needs of
the local community, including folks who
work and play in remote settings. If you are
interested in taking this course, please
contact us! Future offerings will be based on
sufficient demand. Thank you to the Ontario
Trillium Foundation, the Kinsmen Club of
Sault Ste. Marie, Instructors Matt Howell and
Kelly Douglas, Wilderness Medical
Associates, and all of the participants, who
will be bringing their skills to a backcountry
location near you!

S. Waite

J. Cross
D. Pitt

D. Pitt

Photos:
Middle starting from top: Spring ephemeral
Jack-in-the pulpit, Stokely Creek raging with
spring runoff, WAFA hypothermia scenario in
action
Above: “Rescued” WAFA participants
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AHC Board and Staff Changes
In late 2012 we said a fond farewell to Carrie Ginou,
AHC office administrator, who has gone on to teach
science-related courses with Algoma University.
Carrie was no doubt an asset to the AHC and is
already missed!
At the AHC’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in
December 2012, Karen Streich, AHC Treasurer and
book keeping extraordinaire for six years, stepped
down from the Board. Karen’s volunteer contributions
since signing on in 2006 have been immeasurable.
Her hard work and dedication kept the AHC running
smoothly, even during exhaustive campaigns,
complicated land deals, and significant organizational
changes. We can’t thank her enough for everything
she has done for the AHC and wish her all the best.
Also at the AGM, Board member Bob Beggs was
elected Treasurer and has already shown that he is
up to the challenge. To assist Bob with the AHC’s
significant book keeping needs, we were lucky to
secure the volunteer support of Sirpa Tarssanen, a
finance professional (Certified General Accountant)
with 25 plus years of accounting/finance experience
in the high technology and manufacturing sectors.
Kim Mihell joined our Board of Directors in late 2012
and brings with her a strong background in silentsport recreation, conservation, public relations and
resource management. She sits on our Environmental
Education Subcommittee and is eager to assist
Coordinator Cynthia Marcinkowski with programming
and partnership development.

C. Mihell

J. Cross

We need your support!
Donations & Memberships
You can support the AHC by giving a taxdeductible financial gift as either a donation or
a membership purchase.

1) AHC website
Donate securely on-line through the AHC’s or your
own PayPal account. Both Canadian and American
credit cards and funds are accepted.
Click on “Donate” or "Membership"

2) Cheque
Make a cheque payable to the "Algoma
Highlands Conservancy" and send it to either our
Canadian or American mailing address. Please
include your name, mailing address, telephone
number and email to ensure that you receive your
tax receipt. An email address allows us to contact
you promptly and conserves paper!

3) In Person
Visit the AHC Office at the Stokely Clubhouse Loft
in Goulais River, ON and drop off your donation
directly to our friendly staff.
Tax receipts will be issued for all donations of
$20.00 or more. The Algoma Highlands
Conservancy is a registered Charity in both
Canada and the United States. We respect donor
privacy and will never share or sell contact
information.
Photos:
Left: Newest AHC Board
Member Kim Mihell.
Middle: Former AHC
Treasurer Karen Streich
with Husband Ron Hann,
Both long time volunteers
for both the AHC and
Stokely Creek Lodge
Right: Leaves beginning to
flush now that the warm
spring weather has arrived
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Contact Us!
Staff:
Executive Director: Jennifer Cross
Education Co-ord: Cynthia Marcinkowski
Telephone:
705-649-5751
Email:
info@algomahighlandsconservancy.org
cynthia.ahc.edu@gmail.com
Web:
www.algomahighlandsconservancy.org
“Like” and follow us on Facebook

Office:
Stokely Clubhouse Loft
194 Pickard Road
Goulais River, ON
Mail:
CANADA
P.O. Box 20076
150 Churchill Blvd.
Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6A 6W3
UNITED STATES
c/o CBSI
3303 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
J. Cross

One Final Note:
AHC trails are great for biking and hiking, however, if you are looking for a variety of river and/or lake adventures, we
encourage you to check out our friends at Naturally Superior Adventures. For almost 20 years, Naturally Superior
Adventures has led paddling enthusiasts on guided sea kayak trips on Lake Superior and guided canoe trips on northern
Ontario’s rivers. They offer sea kayak instruction, paddling festivals, vehicle shuttles, sea kayak/canoe rentals and, of
course, outfitting.

Silent Sports
on Superior near Wawa
naturallysuperior.com
Rock Island Lodge B&B
rockislandlodge.ca
1.800.203.9092
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