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Spring brings a new kind of
fun to the AHC property.
The trail infrastructure
located on our conservation
forest provides unparalleled
accessibility to mature
forests, gorges, waterfalls,
lakes, and lookouts with
great views! Now that the
snow has melted, the ski and
snowshoe trails offer both
leisurely and challenging
hiking opportunities and our
newly developed mountain
bike trail is almost ready for
action.
The time is now to check out
the beautiful spring
wildflowers! In early spring,
the woodland floor bursts
into a colourful array of many
different wildflowers, called
ephemerals (also known as
"short-lived" wildflowers).
Clockwise: Trout lilies,
yellow violet, and
emerging fiddleheads
amongst Carolina spring
beauties are only a few of
the many beautiful spring
plants found on AHC land!

Ephemerals in this area,
such as trillium, trout lily,
and spring beauty, bloom
before the leaves on trees
and shrubs form a canopy
that blocks the sunlight
from reaching the forest
floor.

Be sure to park your
vehicle in the SCL parking
lot before heading up the
driveway to the main
lodge where you can
access the existing trail
system.

To visit us simply head
north from Sault Ste. Marie
on Hwy 17 for 25 minutes,
then turn right on Old Hwy
17 (just past the turnoff to
Tree Top Adventures).
From here, you have two
main choices for accessing
our property:

2. From Old Hwy 17, turn
right at the Buttermilk Ski
Hill sign onto Robertson
Lake Road. Follow
Robertson Lake Road
approximately 5 km to
where the Voyageur trail
meets the road (you will
see an AHC sign just off
the road to your left).
Parking is limited in this
area – do not to block the
road. There is an off-road
parking area about 1 km
west of the trail access.

1. Keep on Old Hwy 17 for
approximately 2 km, then
bear right onto Pickard
Road (follow the signs to
Stokely Creek Lodge SCL).

Photo by Lorna Pitt

Photo by Anna Rodgers

OR....

-continued next page-
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Our office is located in Stokely Creek Lodge’s Clubhouse Loft (next to the Main
Lodge). Please feel free to drop in and say “Hi!” to Jennifer Cross, Executive
Director, who would be happy to answer any questions you may have and provide
you with a trail map! You can also call the office at 705-649-5751 for more details.
PLEASE NOTE: AHC land is open to the public for non-motorized access in the
spring, summer, and fall (NOT just during the ski season). If you choose to use our
land, it is at your own risk. We will not be held liable for any injuries that may occur
on our property. Also, keep in mind that this is a conservation forest… so please
take only pictures and fond memories, pack out what you pack in.

AHC Interpretive Trail and Natural Features Map
Photo by Cas Evans
Above: AHC Ex. Director Jennifer Cross,
Below: AHC Board member Lisa Venier,
Bottom: Hiking up King Mountain via
snowshoe trail.

The AHC recognizes that the
magnificent terrain and unique beauty
of the area has the potential to engage
local and far-reaching communities in
low-impact recreational pursuits like
skiing, snowshoeing, mountain biking,
hiking, and trail running, as well as
more leisurely and artistic activities
such as nature photography, painting,
and bird-watching.
To encourage public enjoyment of
these conservation lands, the AHC is
currently developing a high quality
interpretive map of our property with
existing ski, snowshoe, mountain bike,
and hiking trails clearly and accurately
depicted. This project has been made
possible through a grant from the
Community Development Corporation
of Sault Ste. Marie & Area, Local
Initiatives Fund.

We believe that access to healthy land
fosters healthy lifestyles. One of our
goals is to connect people to the
environment and encourage respect and
appreciation of the natural features and
diverse ecosystems in the region.
If you know of any special features
(unique trees, rocks, landforms etc.) on
AHC land, we would love to hear about it!
We are looking to include some
interesting points-of-interest on our maps
for others to seek out and enjoy! Please
contact Jennifer Cross by telephone
(705-649-5751) or email
(info@algomahighlandsconservancy.org)
to discuss further.
We anticipate the interpretive trail map to
be available for distribution by fall of this
year.

Photo By Jen Cross

Thanks to the Community
Development Corporation of
Sault Ste. Marie, the AHC is in
the process of developing a
comprehensive trail map to
encourage silent sport recreation
on our property!
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Enhancing Species at Risk Habitat
Management of vegetation on
power line corridors is a complex
task which requires integrated
strategies to ensure safe and
reliable power transmission with
minimal environmental impacts
on water quality, rare and
endangered species and their
critical habitat.
The Algoma Highlands
Conservancy is establishing a
partnership with Hydro One to
conduct research and establish
demonstration plots focused on
alternative vegetation
management on power line rights
of way for the enhancement of
Species at Risk. Pending
finalization of the agreement, this
work will begin in spring 2011
and will be focused on the
section of the power line corridor
which traverses the southwestern corner of our
conservation forest lands. This
area is ideally suited for use in

environmental education and
public out-reach initiatives.
Our studies will focus on acoustic
monitoring to confirm species at
risk utilization, restoring natural
tree cover in valley bottom
riparian zones, and increasing
vertical and horizontal vegetation
structure in selected ROW border
areas. These initiatives are
intended to enhance availability
and quality of habitat for Species
at Risk such as the olive-sided
flycatcher and wood turtle as well
as protecting coldwater stream
habitat for sensitive salmonid fish
species.
The project dovetails with the
broader “Corridors for Life” (CFL)
initiative being lead by local
environmental consultant Sue
Meades in collaboration with
Great Lakes Power, Algoma
Power Inc. and Brookfield Power.

WSN website

Photo Copyright Tom Munson

Above: Two species
at risk, wood turtle
(top) and olive sided
flycatcher. Left:
Section of power line
corridor that
transects AHC
property.

Photo by Anna Rodgers
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Mountain Bike Trail Update
Thanks to a generous $15,000
Access and Activity grant from
Mountain Equipment Co-op, the
AHC has successfully built, and
is putting the final touches on,
our 14 km single track mountain
bike trail loop. This is a
challenging technical trail that
features significant climbs,
thrilling descents, and 13 water
crossings and board walks. A
trail head sign and map are

currently being developed. With
this feature attraction essentially
ready to go, we are now looking
to add some double-track options
for more leisurely mountain biking
opportunities this summer. Of
course all the trails need time to
firm up after the spring melt, but
all should be ride-able by June. If
you would like to experience
mountain biking at the AHC,
please contact Jennifer Cross for
more information!
.

Significant Fund Raising Efforts

Thanks to our Mountain Bike Trail System
Project Partners!

-

Over the winter months the AHC rigorously sought out
foundation support in a continuing effort to retire our
mortgage debt, secure funding to meet our operational
needs, and expand our environmental education
capabilities. The following proposals have been
submitted:
-Funding support from the Ontario Trillium Foundation to
hire an Environmental Education Coordinator to enhance
environmental education opportunities in Sault Ste. Marie
and the broader Algoma Region by realizing the Algoma
Highlands Conservancy's tremendous potential as a 1215
hectare living classroom (February 2011).
-Funding support from the Canadian Wildlife Federation

(February 2011), Mountain Equipment Co-op (March
2011) and the EJLB Foundation (April 2011) as part of
an integrated debt-reduction plan.
As you may be aware, in 2009 the AHC raised
approximately $1.2 of the $1.5 million required to
purchase the King Mountain property. Fortunately, a
private loan for the remaining funds allowed us to
successfully consolidate 3000 acres of land for
conservation, low-impact silent sport recreation,
environmental research, and education. With accrued
interest, the balance owing on this loan due November
30, 2011, is currently $337,391 and we have been
working diligently on several initiatives that we hope will
allow us to meet this commitment.

Conservation Forest Inventory

AHC staff Anna
Rodgers (above) and
Jennifer Cross (below)
enjoying the fall
sunshine as they assess
one of over 300 forest
inventory plots.

Last fall, AHC staff worked tirelessly to
complete its forest inventory before the
inevitable snow arrived. Thanks to the
significant efforts of Anna Rodgers, Jennifer
Cross and Doug Pitt, the intensive survey of
the forest composition of our conservation
lands on King Mountain is now complete.
Photo by Mark Harvey

Photo by Mark Harvey

The project involved an extensive
assessment of more than 300 plots spanning
the entire conservation forest. This included
a rigorous timber cruise for our Baseline
Documentation Reporting. We also collected
vegetation information, as well as recording
observations of significant natural features
and Species at Risk. Sampling was
completed November 2010. A detailed report
has been prepared and is available through
our Members Only section of the website.
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Membership and Donation Reminder
Looking back, 2010 was certainly a
productive year for the AHC! We
created exciting mountain bike
trails, surveyed and inventoried our
entire land base, further developed
our environmental education
programs, and of course, sought out
and received funding support from
numerous agencies for our special
project costs.
The reality is we still need your
support. Our ambitious $1.5 million
King Mountain land purchase used
up nearly all of our financial
resources and forced us to take on
a hefty mortgage. This loan
continues to loom over our heads
as we struggle to come up with
stewardship and operational dollars
to keep the organization going. Our
urgent need to pay off the mortgage
and accrued interest (totalling
$337,391), is felt keenly by the AHC
and those involved that have put
years of dedication and commitment
into reaching this incredible
milestone.
If you would like to make a donation
to the AHC, there are a number of
options:
PayPal can be used to donate
securely from your PayPal account
or directly from your credit card.
You do not need a PayPal
account to donate through
PayPal.

You may also become a Member of
the AHC. By becoming a member,
you play a direct role in providing the
AHC with a dependable source of
funding that allows us to take on new
Please provide your full contact
projects and develop innovative
information (i.e. name, mailing
approaches to conservation,
address, telephone number and e- environmental education, silent sport
mail address) to facilitate
recreation, and promotion of
generation of your receipt. An email sustainable forest management in the
address assures prompt
Algoma Highlands for years to come.
communication should a question
arise, and helps conserve paper!
Our Members Receive Distinct
Benefits:
Canadian Office:
P.O. Box 20076
*You will feel a sense of pride and
150 Churchill Blvd.
ownership as the future of the
Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6A 6W3
spectacular Algoma Highlands region
is secured in perpetuity!
U.S. Office:
*You will be eligible to vote at our
c/o CBSI
annual meeting (must be 16 yrs or
3303 I-75 Business Spur
older)
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
*You will have access to a "Member's
Only" section of the Algoma Highlands
Drop off your donation directly to
Jennifer Cross (Executive Director) Conservancy website where you will
have exclusive access to our
at the AHC office located in the
member's only forum allowing you to
Stokely Clubhouse loft.
post messages, report nature
sightings, plan hikes, make
Tax Receipts will be issued for all
suggestions for project opportunities,
gifts (US or CDN). The Algoma
and keep in touch with other
Highlands Conservancy is a
members.
registered Canadian charity
*You will receive a tax receipt for the
(Registration No. 88971 0778
full amount of the membership fee and
RR0001). AHC also has 501(c)(3)
any additional support
status from the U.S. Internal
Revenue Service. The AHC
respects donor privacy and will not Please visit our website and click on
give/sell donor contact information. “Membership” for more information!
Cheque, payable to the "Algoma
Highlands Conservancy" to either
our American or Canadian offices
at the addresses provided.

Scotiabank’s Get Growing For Business
Guess what? The AHC recently entered Scotiabank’s Get Growing for Business contest and we need your votes
for our chance to win $10,000! Scotiabank, in partnership with the Canadian Federation of Independent Business,
wants to recognize and celebrate the impact small businesses make across Canada. Please consider clicking the
following link that will bring you directly to our entry in the contest and where you can vote. Contest Polls close on
st
April 31 . THANK YOU for your support!
http://challenge.getgrowingforbusiness.scotiabank.com/entry/4087363-Algoma%20Highlands%20Conservancy?offset=0

