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A few weeks ago you should
have received a copy of our
2009 Annual Report. It
documents some remarkable
accomplishments. The most
significant, by a wide margin,
was the purchase, after a 20
year effort, of the King
Mountain Property. Our
thanks to all of you who
helped make that happen,
not just with your financial
contributions, but also with
the words of encouragement.
It has been a journey.

Our efforts to expand our
silent sport experience now
include a series of new
mountain bike trails. Bike
rides and hikes fit perfectly
with a summer’s day on the
Conservancy lands.

We’ve increased our
commitment to monitoring
and maintaining the
ecosystem. By the time
this reached you, our
enthusiastic staff will have
inventoried more than half
of the AHC Forest. This
information will be critical
as we move forward with
The annual report also
new initiatives. We want
highlights the “rest” of the
the AHC to be a welcoming
AHC’s operations. We are
home for all silent sport
delighted with the
enthusiasts, but that must
development of our
be done within the defined
snowshoe trails. Great credit bounds of well monitored
to the single minded efforts of sustainability.
Bob Yankus and Lucie
Gagnon to create this new
Our boundary lines are
way of exploring the King
mapped and marked.
Mountain experience.

Our trail signs have been
improved. The research
efforts based on the AHC
property continue, as does
our commitment to hosting
educational events for
students of all ages. We’ve
attracted sufficient funding
to have two excellent staff
members on site.
We’ve set up a formal
membership program. We
have been looking for a
way to bring more of you
into the AHC family and we
think this is a great start.
We are hoping this will be a
useful fundraiser, but more
importantly, we hope this
encourages many of you to
become more involved in
our mission. We need your
ideas. We need your
enthusiasm. We need you
to look at this land as
something you contribute
to!
-continued next page-
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It’s feeling like the place
has been a little busy!

Mountain bike trail section –
containing two cedar bridges

The Annual Report also
refers to a need to
continue to raise money.
We have a mortgage to
retire, and operational
expenses to support. We
are operating in a cost
effective manner. There
is no cash going to
overhead, or stipends for
Directors, or anything else
that doesn’t directly
benefit the operations of
this Conservancy. We
continue to seek out
corporate and foundation
support for our work.
But the real driver of the
AHC is, always has been,
and hopefully always will
be, the 1400 (and
growing!) fans of the
Algoma Highlands.

We are asking for your
continued financial
support. Please consider a
donation. The AHC is a
registered charity on both
Canada and the US, and a
tax receipt is issued for all
contributions.
Better yet, from our
perspective, consider
becoming a Charter,
Friend, Guardian,
Benefactor, Champion or
Land Steward member of
the AHC. The financial
returns are subtle. You get
the same tax receipt. But
we feed off the knowledge
that we have more people
joining the Conservancy,
dedicated, as current
members are, to building
the Algoma Highlands
Conservancy into a lasting
preserve of quietly
accessible wilderness.
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In the following article,
you will find some details
on how to make a
donation or become a
member. If you’d rather
go directly to our
website, follow the link
http://www.algomahighla
ndsconservancy.org/inde
x.cgi and click on the
membership tab. Online contributions are
secure, and your receipt
is sent to your email
immediately.
Thank you,

Doug Pitt
AHC President

As part of a unique
international program run by
Lake Superior State
University in conjunction
with the University of Shiga
Prefecture in Japan,
professor Dr. Greg
Zimmerman (LSSU) and
Jennifer Cross from the AHC
gave 12 Japanese students a
tour of Robertson Lake Cliffs
discussing forest ecology
and the Conservancy’s
mission along the way.

Robertson Lake Cliffs in all of its autumn glory! – Picture taken by Ron Cantin (2010)
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Membership Details
The AHC offers memberships
through which we hope to
solidify our deep bonds with the
local and regional community
and which will provide a more
secure, sustainable basis from
which we can operate.
By becoming a member, you
play a direct role in providing
the AHC with a dependable
source of funding that allows us
to take on new projects and
develop innovative approaches
to conservation, environmental
education, silent sport
recreation, and promotion of
sustainable forest management
in the Algoma Highlands for
years to come. It is your
donations and membership
fees that make the
Conservancy’s work possible!

Our Members Receive Distinct
Benefits:
You will feel a sense of pride
and ownership as the future of
the spectacular Algoma
Highlands region is secured in
perpetuity!
You will be eligible to vote at
our annual meeting (must be
16 yrs or older)
You will have access to a
"Member's Only" section of the
Algoma Highlands
Conservancy website where
you will have exclusive access
to our member's only forum
allowing you to post messages,
report nature sightings, plan
hikes, make suggestions for
project opportunities, and keep
in touch with other members.

You will receive a tax receipt for
the full amount of the membership
fee and any additional support
Annual Membership Fee
Charter Membership - $45/year
Friend - $100/year
Guardian - $250/year
Benefactor - $500/year
Champion - $1000/year
Land Steward - $5000/year
Please visit our website at
www.algomahighlandsconservancy.org

and click on “Membership” for
more information!

Donation Details
If you would like to make a
donation to the AHC, there are
a number of options:
PayPal can be used to donate
securely from your PayPal
account or from your credit
card. You do not need a
PayPal account to donate
through PayPal.
Cheque, payable to the
"Algoma Highlands
Conservancy" to either our
American or Canadian offices
at the addresses provided.
Please provide your full
contact information (i.e. name,
mailing address, telephone
number and e-mail address)
to facilitate generation of your
receipt. An email address
assures prompt
communication should a

question arise, and helps
conserve paper!
Canadian Office:
P.O. Box 20076
150 Churchill Blvd.
Sault Ste. Marie, ON
P6A 6W3 CAN
U.S. Office:
c/o CBSI
3303 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
49783 US
Donating stock is also an
option. If you wish to take
this approach, we suggest
you email our treasurer
Karen Streich
(karen.streich@xplornet.com
who will arrange the transfer
and issuance of a tax
receipt.

Drop off your donation
directly to Jennifer Cross
(Conservancy Assistant) at
the AHC office located in
the Stokely Clubhouse loft.
Tax Receipts will be issued
for all gifts (US or CDN).
The Algoma Highlands
Conservancy is a
registered Canadian
charity (Registration No.
88971 0778 RR0001).
AHC also has 501(c)(3)
status from the U.S.
Internal Revenue Service.
The AHC respects donor
privacy and will not
give/sell donor contact
information.
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AHC Updates!
Inventory and Baseline Documentation Reporting
This fall, AHC staff have been working hard
inventorying a representative sub-sample the entire
3000 ac property. This includes a rigorous timber
cruise for our Baseline Documentation Reporting.
We are also collecting vegetation information, as well
as recording observations of significant natural
features and Species at Risk. At this time over half
of the 300 plots are complete. The autumn weather
has been glorious for field work and we are hoping it
continues in this fashion as we finish up the
inventory!
AHC staff members Anna and Gideon trekking to the next plot

Species at Risk on the Property
The crew have come across numerous species at risk this fall
while conducting field work. These include oval-leaved bilberry
(Vaccinium ovalifolium), Braun’s holly fern (Polystichum Braunii)
and peregrine falcon (Falco peregrines).

Oval-leaved bilberry can be found throughout
AHC property on a variety of site types (from
moist deep soils to dry shallow soils)

The primary range of bilberry is in the mountains of north
western Canada. Bilberry in not uncommon in the Algoma
District up to Wawa, but this represents the majority of its range
in Ontario. It is classified as S2 in Ontario (imperilled, its rarity is
due to a very restricted range) and although it grows in moist to
well drained soils, we found it to occur mostly on rocky hill
sides.
Braun’s holly fern is a sensitive fern species in Ontario and
has S3 ranking (vulnerable due to restricted range). We have
found this evergreen fern to be growing on rocky ledges with
seeps or in scree piles at the base of rock faces. It is a medium
sized dark green fern sporting thicker leaves than other ferns.
The tips of the pinnules have stiff hair like spines and brown
chaffy scales on the lower portion of the stock. It ranges from
Nova Scotia to Alaska.
The peregrine falcon is a crow-sized bird with a slate blue
back and a cream-coloured chest covered in dark markings.
Peregrine falcons have pointed wings, a narrow tail and adults
have a prominent black “moustache.” Peregrine falcons usually
nest on tall, steep cliff ledges close to large bodies of water.
We have annually confirmed sightings of a nesting pair at the
Robertson Lake cliffs for ten years. Peregrine falcons have also
been sighted around King Mountain, but a nest location has not
been confirmed yet. Its status is threatened provincially and
special concern nationally.

Braun’s holly fern found at the base of
a rocky outcrop

(S-Ranks obtained from the Natural Heritage Information Center
website)
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Mountain Bike Trail Development
Thanks to a $15,000 Access and Activity grant from
Mountain Equipment Co-op, the construction of a 14.5
km single track loop is now complete! Thirteen water
crossings and 2 boardwalks have also been installed. It
has been an exhaustive effort to date but there is still
work to do! The next steps are trail signage, map
development, and ongoing trail maintenance.
The AHC would also like to recognize our partners from
of the Sault Cycling Club and Sault College for their
ongoing contributions to the project! Thank you!
Stay tuned for the spring grand opening event!

Trail Use Rules
AHC land is open to the public for non-motorized access in the
spring, summer, and fall. Stokely Creek Lodge grooms much of
the trail system during the winter months. While skiers must pay
to use the groomed snowshoe and ski trails in the winter,
backcountry skiing and snowshoeing is permitted on AHC land
free of charge!
Algoma Highlands Conservancy Land Use Regulations

Giant yellow birch and sugar maple trees can be
found throughout the property – this yellow birch
was a massive 110 cm in diameter!

No Motorized vehicles permitted
No fires except by permission
No hunting or firearms
No fishing
No littering
Please Help Us Be Good Stewards of the Algoma Highlands!
Leave flowers and plants for others to enjoy
Do not damage live trees
Do not disturb wildlife
Take nothing but photographs
PLEASE NOTE: If you choose to use our land, it is at your own
risk. We will not be held liable for any injuries that may occur on
our property.
The well marked ski and snowshoe trails offer varied experiences
from challenging to leisurely. This summer, AHC staff marked our
boundary line with red painted dots, as well as installed a number
of signs indicating where our property begins/ends.

Heavy rains in mid September resulted in
historically high runoff flows, which wreaked havoc
on Stokely’s trail system. Numerous bridges and
culverts were blown out. The raging creeks and
waterfalls were certainly a sight to behold!

Ski trail and snowshoe trail maps are readily available to our
members in the “Members Only Section” of the AHC website.
You may also pick up copies of the maps at the AHC office
(located in Stokely’s clubhouse).

OUR US ADDRESS HAS CHANGED!!!
Please send any mail from within the US to our new
address:
c/o CBSI
3303 I75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
49783
Our CAN address hasn’t changed.
Thank You!

