Dear friends of the Algoma Highlands Conservancy:
Another ski season has come to a close and, as we write to you, we look forward to hiking, biking and
paddling in the warmer seasons to come. With this letter, we wish to bring you up to date on recent
activities within your Conservancy and outline plans for our future.
As you know, the AHC has focused much of its past efforts on conserving the land and natural values of
the Stokely Creek area and the Algoma Highlands. Successes to date include the purchase of 300 acres of
land that includes the Robertson Lake Cliffs, the acquisition of conservation easements on 300 acres of
forest near the Stokely Creek Lodge, and the purchase of Norm’s cabin. We remain steadfast in our
primary goal of conserving the more than 8000 acres of forest lands that comprise the Stokely Creek trail
system that we all know and love so well. (Please see attached map.)
We have all been frustrated by the more than 5 years since Chuck Peterson’s passing with no resolution on
the disposition of his estate. Despite our unseen efforts involving discussions and negotiations with
potential funding organizations and partners such as the Nature Conservancy, our organization has
remained visibly deadlocked. Without formal acceptance of our proposal to purchase property or
easements on the property by the Executor, we cannot initiate the substantial fundraising efforts required to
fulfill this goal.
In an attempt to break through the deadlock, your Board has adopted a “do-or-die” attitude and has
galvanized its efforts to reposition the AHC proposal as the “best” way to meet Chuck’s wishes and the
heirs’ needs. Part of this renewed energy has stemmed from the significant compositional change the
Board has undergone. At a recent Board meeting, Dr. Doug Pitt, leader of the Stokely Creek Ski Patrol and
research scientist with the Canadian Forest Service (CFS), was voted in as President. Steve Holmes, a
former AHC President and research scientist with the CFS, was voted in as Vice-President. Karen
Streich, well-known long-time skier at Stokely and a Certified Management Accountant employed
at FedNor, assumed the role of Treasurer. Dr. Greg Zimmerman, a former AHC President and professor at
Lake Superior State University, was appointed Secretary. The Board was also augmented with several new
members, including Dr. Dean Thompson, representing the Stokely Creek Ski Club and research scientist
with the CFS; Mark Harvey, former member of the AHC Technical Advisory Committee and professor at
Sault College; Dr. Kees van Frankenhuyzen, former member of Stokely’s Ski Patrol and research scientist
with the CFS; and Michael O’Connor, well known to all as one of Stokely’s founding managers. This
“new blood” will augment our experienced board members, including Dave Foley, Kim Pyykonen, Arnie
de la Porte, John Paterson, and Jim Lynn. The Board is also fortunate to have recently acquired the
expertise and experience of Nicolle Thompson as Executive Assistant.
We have been in recent contact with the heirs and the Executor of Chuck’s estate and are confident that
conservation will be part of the ultimate solution for the Stokely property. An appraisal of the Stokely
property is underway and should be completed by mid May. Our immediate goal is to put forward the most
thorough, well-thought-out proposal that we can muster before the Executor and heirs meet. In a nutshell,
our concept proposal includes some of the following elements:
1)

The immediate purchase of core lands surrounding Stokely Creek Lodge by AHC using
existing AHC funds. These lands will include those immediately north and east of Stokely
Creek Lodge; those accessed by the Lower Walker Lake, Peterson, and Jack Rabbit trail
systems. (Please see attached map.)

2)

The development of strategies to protect the property from year-round access by off-road
vehicles, potentially including the sale of small parcels of externally accessed land at key
access points on the periphery of the property. The AHC would retain conservation
easements on these properties.

3)

The AHC will secure an option to purchase the remaining lands and the Stokely Creek Lodge
over a 3-year period. Several fund-raising initiatives would be undertaken for this purchase,
including drives for individual donations through a “Buy an acre to save Stokely” campaign
as well as contributions from large foundations.

4)

Discussions are underway with the Stokely Creek Ski Club (SCSC) to develop a strategy for
the continued operation of the groomers and garage facilities at Stokely. The AHC will
guarantee exclusive commercial use of the property for silent sports recreation to the SCSC.

5)

The AHC will seek an operator or lessee for the continued operation of the lodge facility for
recreation accommodations, conferences, and educational activities.

6)

In relation to this plan, the AHC will be responsible for land management, employing
methods and approaches compatible with the activities of the SCSC and the general goals of
ecological protection and restoration.

As proceedings unfold from this point forward, we aim to seek the legal and conservation expertise
necessary to fine-tune this proposal and arrive at a negotiated solution that meets the needs of the heirs and
the Executor.

In the meantime, we aim to keep you informed primarily through our website

(http://www.algomahighlandsconservancy.org). If you have any questions, suggestions or ideas, please
feel free to contact us.

We’ll be counting on your financial support when the
time comes!
With warm regards and fingers crossed,

Doug Pitt, President

Steve Holmes, Vice-President

